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only academic. It is immaterial as to who beheaded Hemu. The one
man who could have stopped the Mughal advance to Delhi was
liquidated. The end of the 104-year rule of Hindustan by the
Afghan dynasty was now in sight. Without Hemu, Adil Shah was
reduced to extreme military indigence, and he quickly gave up
any aspiration that he might have harboured to capture the throne
at Delhi. Sikandar Sur was still at large, but his presence in the
field was of little consequence. The road to Delhi was now
virtually clear for Bairam and his ward.
Without letting the grass grow under his feet, the Khan-i-Khanan,
accompanied by a radiant Akbar, reached Delhi on 6 November.
The capital gave them a big, spontaneous welcome. For Akbar it
was a home-coming, not a new conquest. Troops were ordered
not to indulge their penchant for plunder; in lieu, they were given
monetary rewards from the treasuries that fell into the Mughal
hands. However, as a warning against acts of disloyalty, Bairam
Khan ordered the erection, just outside the city walls, of a moun-
tain of heads that rolled at Panipat. The grisly sight was a remin-
der that another Timurid had come to power, and that it would be
futile for anyone to challenge what was considered a just dispensa-
tion of the Almighty Allah.
In the last week of November came the news that Sikandar Sur
was on the march towards Lahore. Bairam realized the danger,
and made ready to meet the challenge. But, before leaving for
Punjab he decided to cleanse the neighbourhood of Delhi of pro-
Afghan elements. He deputed Nasir-ul-Mulk* to subjugate Alwar
where Haji Khan, one-time courtier of Sher Shah, ruled as a near-
independent monarch. Also, in that principality resided the father
and wife of Hemu with other family members. Vast treasures were
known to be in their possession. Haji Khan took fright and fled
before the arrival of the imperial army. The whole of Mewat and
Alwar thus came into Akbar's possession. Then Nasir-ul-Mulk
proceeded to Deoti Macari where Hemu's family resided. Some
fighting took place before the aged father of Hemu was brought
in chains before Nasir-ul-Mulk. The latter offered to set him free
provided he embraced Islam and undertook to live quietly at a
place of his own choice. The old man turned down the offer in
*Nasir-ul-Mulk (victor of the country) was the title given to Pir Muhammad
Khan.